HARRISBURG ' PA.
'NEWS

?E’ 75,917
| MAY 101986

.!/ITS Not a'License fo Slander \

A SHOWDOWN casc in the

federal court at Baltimore _

‘ will determine whether the
, government spy organization ,
} can -get away with setting

itsell altogether ahove ‘and

beyond the law. The C'cntral i

“Intelligence Agency ((,IA) is"
~claiming a right to dorpmit
 Slander with immunity. " (.
The plaintifls in. the. 3110-'
\000 damage suit olmms that '

:
Jh..alwlm..\.‘am.\ﬂ Lk u'._.‘f,,"., .u'l.)‘.n&.t-. A
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“a fellow Estonian nauvc.
who is a CIA gperative, pub-
licly and falsary accused him

_of 'being an agent of the
:'Soviet secret police. The
“agency forbade its man to

.~throw out the whole case

- summarily, feaving the plain- .

Hif without recoprse. V' -

"T""'"*“"“"-—' T':'

.

'is that the accusation was
uttcred on ofiicial orders,)
therefore it was uttered in-
effect by the government it--

self and the government can-"

. give ' a deposition and has -

demandcd that the judge al sccurity by forcing the

~Thg CIA’s , shocking ciairp'-’

f]'

not be sued! Further, that a)
trial would endanger nation-i

“CIA, to lift a corner of xtsr

i

.ican people themselves.

veil of secrecy

The implications of this -
theory, if our courts qhoud,
L Swallow It, are horrendous. |
The CIA would have a h-'
cense to blacken reputations ;

; at will for its own reasons,
Wwhich would be nobody’s busi- ]
- ness but its own, with no:

accountability even to courts’

. of* justice. The .door would~
. be open to use the spy arm:

"-of the government as an ine"
- strument of tyranny and op-'

pression against the Amer-s

A simpld - way for the CIA;

‘to guard whatever secrecy‘.

: uccivably open on

" may be legitimate and necesu

sary is not to let its agents®

. make accusations that it is’
: not willing to defend in court,
. 1f it can go around slander- *
- ing people ‘who are not al-,
.. lowed to seek justice, we are
“In very deep trouble, The™
. Constitution dues not conceiv- : .
.'“.'ably have such an open door

“in ity the couris cannat co

™ It
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